
Leading Figures and Paramount Issues in Coming French Election
Poincare Not Seek-
ing Reelection,
Jules Pam Looms
as Powerful Can-
didate in Event
Clemenceau De:
clines to Run

By F. CUNLIFFE-OWEN- .

PRIMA
MINISTER
whom him eiumlM would

fo lishly indue un to believe In
In Ma dotage, has Just shown that he
letlll pouud of all his Intellectual
vigor. hl politic! lruuai and r
sourcefulness and hte keenness (
Judgment by announcing gvnerat ry

elections for next October.
This Is what the French call a "coup

da raaltre" a master stroke. It la
nothing more nor taea than aa appeal
by him to tho nation against J 'eglala-tlv- e

chamber which has ton, since
ceased to represent the people and
whose constitutional mandate of four
years ceased nearly eighteen months
ago. Under normal circumstances the
Chamber should .have paaaad out of
existence in the spring of last year,
and If the Oemenceau Government
consented to the prolongation of its
powers Instead of dissolving it It was
because of the difficulty of holding a
general eleotion while the war waa
still In progress, and at a time when
those who ware best entitled by their
military services in the field to ex-
press their views and their wishes
were precluded from casting their vote.'
Indeed, the pressnt Chamber baa only
been allowed to linger on aa a war
measure.

Now that peace with Germany has
been signed at Versailles Its continued
existence verges on illegality and is
contrary to the spirit and letter of the
Constitution. The members, however,
failed to realize this. They did not
seem to appreciate the fact that the
continuance of the tenure of thelt
seats in the Palais Bourbon waa
dependent upon the good will of
the Premier, of hi Cabinet and
of the President of the Repub-
lic. Of Tate they have shown them-
selves more than ordinarily ob
atriictlve ' and disposed to hamper the
Government In its task of reconstruc-
tion. Losing patience. Premier Oe-
menceau has now secured the consent
of tike President to the holding of the
new elections in October.

This4 has the effect of putting the
present Chamber out of existence and.
Incidentally, deprives it of playing any
role in the Presidential election which
is slated for next February. What
this means will be understood when
it Is pointed out that in France the
Chief Magistrate of the Republic, in
stead of being nominated or elected
by the people, or by delegatee Spe
dally chosen for the purpose, as in- the
lnited States, is elected by rktrh
houses of the national legislature, in
Joint session at Versailles.

Tke Outcome Doubtful.
It is difficult to assert with any de-

gree of certainty what will be the
outcome of this popular referendum.
For that Is what the general election
In October next Is destined to be.
There has been such a degree of bit-

terness against the present Chamber
of Deputies on the part of those mil-

lions of soldiers who fought so gal-

lantly and so untiringly for France on
the various battlefields and among
those dear to them that it may safely
be predicted that the political com-

plexion '
of the next Chamber will be

a very different one to that which may
be described as being now on its death-
bed. If one may Judge by the atti-
tude of the Councils General,
that Is tfi say the Provincial Diets,
Who enjoy the privilege of electing the
member of the Senate, the next
Chamber will witness the return of an
entirely different class of men of men
who represent the material Interests
of the nation, who have something

. mors at stake than their own selfish
personal gain and advancement, men,
In one word, who stand for something
in the community, in lieu of being
mere carpet bag politicians, dependent
upon their legislative pay and preroga-
tives and the pickings.

The present Chamber is very largely
Socialist; aided, and abetted by a con-

siderable faction of advanced Radi-

cals, who are inclined to vote with the
Socialists, fpr the purpose of upset-

ting the enisling Government, either
in the hope of securing power for
themselves or else of wreaking ven-

geance upoa, those? Whom they regard
aa responsible for their being excluded
from office. ...

They havabeen responsible for most
of the legislative trouble during the
war, and not nly Premier Oemenceau
but his present colleagues and his
predecessors at the helm of tho ship
ot state have repeatedly complained,
with much right and Justice, that in-

stead of being able to devote all their
time and their energies to carrying
through the war to a speedy and suc
cessful conclusion they were con-

stantly being- - compelled to waste pro-efo-

days and even weeks in de-

fending the measures adopted with
this object in view against discredit-
able political intrigues calculated to
serve none but their author and the
foreign enemies of the nation.

At the Parting ef the Wars.
France in October next will find her-

self at the parting of the ways and
Will be called upon to determine what
her future course will be In domestic
and also In International affairs.
There, as in Great Britain and In
Italy, we find among the electorate a
Strong Socialist element wnion
for years been endeavoring, with
varying success, to capture the con
trol of labor and to aoeorn n into i

ranks It is a Socialism which still. In
spite of the terrible experiences of
the last five years, insists upon pro-

claiming that war ban be averted by
the International uuUlon of Socialism
and of labor, which advaeates the
.,Y,..i.t !m of nfjuiAijtsr armies, of com

that th.
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service from three to two years, and
which, above all, demands in the most
vigorous fashion a radical modifica-
tion of the conditions of peace im-

posed upon Germany, aa calculated to
Interfere with its projects for interna-
tional brotherhood.

Of course their doctrines will ap-

peal to a certain class In France, as In
othsr allied countries to a class which
expected too much from the results of
victory and who are now suffering
from disillusion and disappointment in
finding that proetailan life, instead of
beinaveaaler. has become more illaalnllf m-- i

thai ilia prices of the necsssnlWft'
life Have reached enormous heights.
and that, tar from benefiting by any
spoils of the enemy, the people will be
compelled to work harder than ever In
order to pay for the war which 'tney
have helped to win. For the taxation,
already heavy prior to 1(14, is now be-

coming more onerous than ever. It la
Inevitable that much popular discon-
tent should prevail among the tolling
masses. Peace has brought them not
relaxation or wealth, but increased
toll, hardship and penury. Naturally
they are disposed to lend an ear to the
arguments of Socialism.

The other side of the picture is fur-
nished by that higher and lower bour-
geoisie and farming elements which
constitute the backbone of France. The
latter is essentially a country of small
capitalists and small landowners
there are no less than 6,000,000 of the
latter. Wealth and land are more
equitably divided in France than in
any other country In Europe. Every
man who owns even an acre or two of
land or who has a few thousand francs
put by may be classed as a property
owner who has a stake In the welfare
of the nation. In the maintenance of
that law and order which alone furnish
protection of life and property, and to
whom, therefore, the teachings of So
cialism and of Bolshevism are to the
last degree abhorrent.

These are the people who form the
main body of the electorate for the
Provincial Councils, and while quite
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U I,i kpart of cen- - one
that had burled storied houses sides. You

probably, until were
uncovered by American doughboys
digging a gun emplacement near the
little village of L Membrolle
France. Is told by Edward Hagaman
Hall, secretary of Scenic and His

One of the rare and coins

la in Mr. Hall's possession. waa
given te him by John C. Sanders, a
clerk Metropolitan Trust Com-

pany and who was a corporal In Bat-

tery of the Seventieth Field Artil
lery-

Where Gold Was
On a day toward the end of Aug-

ust, ltll, Corporal Banders and a
squad of the battery were toiling Just
outside of La Membrolle. which

from Angers.
It was as hot as blaass, mercury
tending at M in the shade, "and there

wasn't any sftaae, as Banners says.
The tough soil a pretty mean
proposition an it the non-co- had
keen u reins the men the
three fool trench In which heavy
bars were te be far an eight Inch
British howltssr

"We were What seemed
to be a havflekL" said Sanders.

tt.pulsory military service and for us, shout (00 yards
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GEORGES

the.reverse of reactionary may never-
theless be classed as Re-

publicans. They are the people to
whom Oemenceau Is appealing at the
general parliamentary elections In
next October against Socialism.

this will be added
millions of pollus who have fought
and bled for their country during the
great war. For most of hardships
which they havs endured, for the hun-
ger and thirst and insufficient pro-

tection against the and In-

adequate supplies and ammunition,
they hold the present Chamber of
Deputies reoponsibl. It is no exag-
geration to assert that the

commissions of various kinds
from the Palais Bourbon that visited
the front to satisfy their curiosity and
to air their importance went there at
the risk of their lives, so Infuriated
were alone the soldiers but also
their officers against these men,
whom they regarded as responsible for

their troubles.
Had It not been the splendid dis-

cipline maintained with a steel hand
gloved in velvet by the principal
French commanders It Is probable
that there would have been, not one,

several military pronunclamentos
aimed not so much at the Government
as against the hated occupants of the
Palais Bourbon. The soldiers who
served at the front may be upon
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its slate quarries, so tne roots were
covered with slate and the walls
seemed to be of the same kind of
stone.

"Well, aa I was saying, we were out
In that hot hay field digging for an
emplacement for an sight inch British
huwltxer. The way we made a gun
foundation waa this: We dug three
trenches in the shape of a triangle.
about a rod long on each side and

D

three and a half feet deep. In these
trenches we laid heavy timbers, about
fourteen tnchee square, up to the level
of the ground. The timbers were
bolted together, and on top of them wc
bolted heavy plates of Iron for the
wheels and trail of the cannon to
rest on.

"I had charge of the detail digging
that day and it was so hot that It was
hard to get the boys to work In the
heavy day soli. Pretty soon, right at
one of the corners of the trench, a
pickaxe struck a Jar or vase, which
was large at the bottom and narrow at
the top and about so high" (indicating
about six or eight Inches), "and out
of It fell a lot of round black things
that wo thought were beer bottle tops
at (list I had about thirty of them
In my hand at one time. When we
rubbed them we found they were gold
pieces, and then you should have seen
the hoys dig. They couldn't dig f.tst
enough. We dug the whole piece over,
not enly the three trenches but the
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to vote against the policies of those
members of the present Chamber of
Deputies whom they blame for ob-

structive interference with the conduct
of the war and its consequent pro-

longation
Whatever ministerial reconstruction

takes place will be deferred until after
the results of the general election are
known. It remains to be seen whether
Georges Ciemenoeau will be willing to
remain at the head of the Cabinet. Tt

is possible that he may feel that hav-
ing endowed the nation with a vic-

torious peace, a peace that has won
for him the popular nickname of the
"Pre la Vleteire" the Father of Vic-
tory he has completed his task and
would prefer to commit to younger
but assuredly not more energetic
hands, preferably to those of hla prin-
cipal and moat able collaborator,
Andre Tardieu, the great task of the
economic reconstruction of the nstion.
The feeling of gratitude entertained
for him by the French people as a
whole, and especially by the army, past
and present. Is still so great that If he
were to announce his candidature for
the Presidency of the republic In next
February he would undoubtedly carry
the day. For the various legislative
constituencies would exact from their
candidates a pledge to cast their votes
for his election at Versailles early in
the new year.

TA FRA.NCI6 I COINS. ACTUM.
SIZE. Drawn by E H UALL

ground between but duln t find any
more. We divided up the coins and I
kept this one."

Hew ths CWth Looks.
The coin is of gold, about as thick

as sheet Iron or heavy tin, with Ir-
regular edge and measures twenty-eig- ht

millimeters or about one and
th of an Inch in diameter.

On the obverse are the arms of France
and Dauphlne quartered, with the
three fleurs-de-li- s In the first and
fpurth and the dolphin In the second
and third quarters. In ehlef is a six
rayed sun. The legend, which begins
With coronet and little trefoil or
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PRESIDENT POINCVP-E- .

It would be a fitting and extremely
honorable climax te his extraordinary
career, and would be welcomed, not
enly In Great Britain, where he Is held
In high honor and regard, but also In
the United States, where he spent sev-

eral years of his life, and where he en-
joys universal admiration and good
will as the Grand Old Man of France.
His election would assuredly impart
confidence to the other Powers of the
Entente, as to the perpetuation of the
policies for which he and they have
been fighting shoulder to shoulder In
the great war.

There is no doubt that if Georges
Oemenceau wishes for the Presidency
he can have It. Whether he will be will-
ing to take It is another question, it

Doughboys Uncover Pot of Gold Coins 400 Years Old
clover leaf, reads: Franciacvs: Del:
Gra: Franco: Rex (Francla by the
Grace of God King ot France). On the
reverse Is a cross fleur-de-lls- with a
little quatrefoll in the centre and the
little trefoil, reads: Xps: Vlnclt:
Xpa: Renat: Xps: Imperat (Christ
Conquers, Christ Reigns, Christ Gov-
erns). In each apace between the
words of the legends are two little
annulets.
DIsroTerr of Verrassauss's Letter.

'This." said Dr. Hall, "Is a gold
crown (ecu du Dauphlne) of Francis
I., and Is not only a rare find in Itself,
but also possesses a peculiar interest
for Americans in general and New
Yorkers In particular, for It was
Francis I. who, In 1514, sent out o,

who explored and has given
us the first written description of our
United States coast; and the dolphins
of Dauphlne on the coin recall the very
name of the ship Dauphlne In which
Verrazxano entered New York harbor.
It is not generally realised that the
first Europeans authentically known to
have entered our harbor were those
sailing under the auspices of Francis
I., and that the first names given by
Euroiieens to this neighborhood were
French names,. Verrazsano named this
general region "AngoulCme." from the
principality which Francis I. held be-

fore he was king. To the harbor he
gave the sweet sounding name of
Saint Marguerite, from the beautiful
and talented Marguerite of Navarre
"thy elster, who vanquishes the other
matrons uf modesty and art," Ver-

razsano wrote to Francis I. And ths
river he named Vendoma.

"Like these coins of Francis I.,

is quite on the cards that It may be
forced upon him by his grateful fellow
countrymen.

That Raymond Poincare will offer
himself for reelection for another
seven years term at the Elyseo Palace,
which la the French White House, M

unlikely in the extreme. It seems that
he has already expressed a desire to
return to his work at the bar, of which
until 1913 he was the acknowledged
leader his practice being regarded as
far and away the most lucrative in
France. He does not, however, pro-
pose to follow the example of ex- -

Presldents Emlle Loubet and Armand
Pallieres, In withdrawing entirely from
political life. On the contrary, he In
tends to seek a seat In the Senate,

which have been burled out of sight
for nearly four centuries probably, the
truth about Verracxano's voyage was
obscured by doubt for nearly an equal
period, until 1909, when Count Macchl
dl Cellere, now Italian Ambassador to
the United States, discovered In his
library a hitherto unknown copy of
Verraaxano' manuscript letter to
Franoia I. describing his voyage. With
his permission I translated and in 1910
published In English for the first time
this extremely important document,
which establishes beyond a doubt the
authenticity of the voyage. I Imve
seen It stated that J. P. Morgan subse-
quently acquired he document, which
la called the Cellere Codex."

Thle "ecu du Dauphlnfe" of Francis
I. which the New York doughboye dis-

covered. In addition to these striking
historical associations, possesses great
heraldic and numismatic Interest.

The Mites of France.
The lilies, the traditional emblem of

France, were used In various numbers
until Charles V. in Wl fixed them at
three "to symbolise the Holy Trinity."
The dolphins oosne originally from the
coat of arms of thfe lords of the ancient
province of Dauphint the word
Dauphin being derived from the same
word that means dmlphln. Humbert IX

the last Lord of Dauphlne, who waa
childless and who died In 1149. con-

veyed his possessions to Charles of
Valols, whose son was then King of
France (Philip VI ). For a while
thereafter the second eon of the King
tore the title of Dauphin, but later It
waa confined to the heir apparent.

Before Francis I. became King he
first bora tho title of Count of Angou- -

where he will be able to turn to ac-

count for the benefit of hla country
the wonderful and one might almost
say the unique experience which he
has acquired of foreign politics In his
capacity as President of the Republic
during the war now ended.

Both Loubet and Ifallieres were quite
old and tired men when they concluded
their terms of office at the Elysee. But
Poincare, who has succeeded in over-
coming much of the prejudice to which
he was subjected in the first three
years of his term, and who may be
i:Ud to have lived up to his exalted
ifflce, Is still In the prime of life, and

does not see why he should be de- -

.tfured from earning once more a large
Income In the profession of law. or
from participating In the domestic and
foreign affairs of the nation as a
member of the Senate.

Should Oemenceau decline to run
for President, the only other candi-
dates worthy of consideration, would
be' Jules Pams, who lost the election
1p;,jcjll j,y u narrow majority, and
who Is now Minister of th Interior,
Paul Deschanel, President of the
Chamber of Deputies, and Artstide
Hrtand, former Premier. Of the three
Jules Pams Is undoubtedly the most
popular. Moreover, he would prob
ably have the backing of Cle nenceau,
since he was the latter's candidate
for the Chief Magistracy of the re-
public In the Presidential election
of 1013. He Is an extremely hos-

pitable, generous and sunny tem-
pered man, from the south of France,
and the only thing that hla political
adversaries have ever been able to
bring against him Is that two of his
brothers are Inmates of lunatic
asylums. He recently married, en
second es noces, Mme. Marcel Holtzer
Of the Chateau of Unleux, In the De-
partment of the Loire, widow of an
enormously rich captain of industry,
who was head of the greet Unleux
Works. She halls from the south of
France, that la to say, from the north-
eastern slopes of the Pyreneun range
of mountains.

Through this marrluge Jules Pams
has become even richer than he was
before. For his first wife brought

lenie, whence the name which Verraz
sann gave to the region around New
York. Later King Louis XII. gave
htm the title of Duke of Valuls.
Francis I. succeeded Louli XII. Janu-
ary JL, 1616 (N. 8 ). Being, of the
Valols line of kings, one of the first
acts of his reign was to order the
coinage of "ecus du DauphlDo," the
coins to bear the arms of France
and Dauphlne quartered and the
legends to begin with the coronet.

Date Still tn Donbt.
The egad date of the coin of Cor-

poral Sanders has not been ascer-
tained at this writing, but may yet be
established by moans of certain dis-
tinguishing marks. The coinage of
the reign of Francis I. was rich and
varied. He appointed what might be
called mint masters tn his different
provinces and required them to use
"differences" or private murks for
their coinage, both for Identification
and to prevent counterfeiting, for In
those days it was the cheerful custom
to burn a man alive If caught coun-
terfeiting or debasing the coinage of
the realm, and they were fair minded
enough to wish to burn the right man.
Jean de la Fontaine, who was master
of the atelier at La Rnchelle, and
Hugues Lamier. at Toulouse, both
used In 1618 and 1689, "un petite
trefle" or small trefoil at the beginning
ot the legends, apparently like that
whkh appears on Corporal Sanders's
coin.

Among the pieces dug up at La
Membrolle was one having a head on
one side and three lilies on the other,
which also was probably of Francis
I.'s coinage.

Tiger's Master
Strok'e Against
Present Cabinet
With Its Obstruc-
tionists and Social-

ists Promises New
Face on Politic

him great wealth. She was the daugh-

ter and heiress of the multl millionaire

old manufacturer Job, owner of
the factoriee producing tne papers
used for sll cigarettes tn Franca,
cigarettes being, like every other form
of tobacco In that country, a State
monopoly. In order to relieve him-
self of the Imputation, at no time
pleasant, of being Indebted exclusively
to marriage for hla affluence, Julea
Pams Invested some money In a
tooth wash, which, without much
trouble on his part, has turned out
to be a perfect gold mine, thanks to
skilful and ingenious advertising
by his subordinates. He has con-

verted it Into a corporation, In which
he holds the majority stock, and which
Is said to net him, In normal times, a
revenue of close upon $100,000 a year.

As for Paul Deschanel, his chanoaa
are handicapped by the fact that ho
remains on record as a defeated candi-
date In at least three previous elec-
tions for the Presidency. Son of the
eminent and witty Prof. Emlle Des
chanel of the Borbonne and of tho
Senate, Paul Deschanel, while a man
of undoubted talent, has always missed
being great He Is a dandy In hla
dress and formerly laid himself open
to charges of foppishness and of affec-
tation. He la still to-d- too wall
groomed, too measured and too oorrrct,
alike In manner and In speech, not
to expose himself to suspicions of
prigglshness and of pose. He lacks
that simplicity of character which is
the greatest charm of the French peo-
ple of high and low degree, and the
absence of which always strikes a Jar-
ring note. He is In every sense of the
word what one would describe as a
superficially brilliant man, and while
he has studied many subjects he Is an
authority on none, In spite of which
he has managed to secure a seat in
the Academy, as one of France's Forty
Immortals. It Is not surprising that
he should have been in the past a flrct
rate amateur actor. Few who see him
now would bo willing to believe that
he was reared In honorable povorty.
He has more about him of the Aid-blad-

than of the Demosthenes and
after being reported as the suitor for
many a golden hand finally married a
very charming w oman of great wealth,
who was Mile. Germalne Brlce. I.Ike
President Wilson. "oil Deschane and
his wife regard thirteen as their lucky
number. Both celebrated their rth-da- y

on the 13th of February. Thr
bride gave her consent to the mar-
riage on the )3th day of the month,
and tho Christian and surnamss of
"Le Beau Paul" and of the lady now
his wife are each composed of thir-
teen letters. ,

As president of the Chamber of
Deputies he ranks third in the table
of precedence, coming Immediately
after the president of the Senate. In-
deed, the trinity of the President of the
Republic, of the president of the Sen-

ate and of the president of the Cham-
ber of Deputies Is supposed to coistl-tut- e

tho national sovereignty of
France.

Artstide Brian.
With regard to Arlstlde Briand. he

waa formerly a Socialist; In fact, first
achieved prominence at the bar as tha
counsel of labor leaders against cap
italists. Yet without having
forfeited to ajiy extent the confidence
and sympathy of labor In France, and
though retaining the good will of
many of hlB former Socialist friends,
he is looked upon by capitalists as a
safeguard of property and as one ef
tho most conservative forces of Gallia
republicanism. Although he drafted
the laws for the separation of Church
and State In France, yet he Is regarded
to-d- with relatlvo favor by that
Church, to which the masses of his)
fellow countrymen have turned
more since the beginning of the
war. When Briand held a portfolio
In one of the former cabinets of

the latter used to Insist that
although Briand had entered the Ad-

ministration as a Socialist be novee
theless proved himself to be the mast
moderate member, adding, "He used
always to find our decisions too
cal."

A Breton by birth, with all the i

and attractive qualities of hla
that race which from time Immemo-
rial has furnished to France her finest
sailors, most of her naval heroes and
many celebrated soldiers. Briand Is an
entirely self-mad- e man of humble fish- -'

erlolk origin. Yet to-d- be is of aU
French statesmen the one who plays
the most Important social role and who
Is seen with most favor in the salons
of the great world, being credited by
Lis polltlcul adversaries with suscepti-
bility to the influence of somo of the
most notable leaders of the Parisian
grand monde. To a friend who the
other day remarked that between the
Briand of fifteen years ago and the
Briand of y a great gulf existed
he denied that this was the case. "I
remain the same In my Ideas." he

"It Is simply my surround-
ings that are changed. I am adapting
myself to mon milieu," meaning that
his methods hod undergone a change
to fit the changing conditions.

Adaptability and conciliation are hla
strongest characteristics. With all
tl at. no one would dream of charging
him with being a political weathercock
or even of lelng un opportunist in the
commonly accepted HMN of the word.
Indxcd, he Is a man of remarkable per-

sonal charm, devoid of artifice, at-

tracting good will by his lucidity of
speech, by hit. transparent sincerity of
msnner and by that touch of mys-tlds- ni

which he dei s from those
Ureton fisherfolk front whom hs
sprang and among whem he waa born
and bred. Should he be elected Presi-

dent or be restored to office as Pre
mier we may also look for the return
to power of that most brilliant of the
adversaries t' the Clstniaosau, Admin-
istration. Franklin Bouillon, graduate
of Cambridge University, the most
fascinating orator of the Chamber ef
Deputies and the chairman of its
mlltee on Foreign Relations,


